>V4 St Albans i
‘ City & District Council

Please Ask For:  Jo Grimes

Telephone: 01727 819526
Email: Jo.grimes@stalbans.gov.uk
Date: 10 June 2009

MEETING OF THE ST ALBANS CITY FORUM ON TUESDAY, 23 JUNE 2009 AT
7.00 PM IN THE DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES, ST PETER'S STREET, ST
ALBANS, HERTS AL1 3JE

Councillors White (Chairman), Teare (Vice-Chairman), Leach, K Morris, Poor,
Prowse, Wartenberg, Willcocks, Witherick and Zia

The room in which this meeting is to be held is equipped with an infra red hearing
system for people with hearing difficulties. Advice on the use of the system will be
provided at the meeting by the Corporate Administrator.

AGENDA

Speaking at the Meeting — one person can speak for, and one against or about a
relevant issue. Booking to speak should be made between 10.00 and 14.30 on the
day of the meeting by telephoning St Albans Tourist Information Centre on 01727
864511. Each speaker will have up to three minutes to address the Forum
Members. Brief written material and/or photographs can be circulated at the
meeting.

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Replacement Members

To note any replacements to the membership of the Forum for this meeting
made in accordance with the notification procedure.

3. Apologies for Absence

4. Disclosures of Interest

5. Notification of Other Business

6. Minutes (Pages 3 - 6)

Minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2009

7. Public Questions Covering Matters of Local Concern

8. City Vision Update and Way Forward

9. Streetscene Project Update (Pages 7 - 9)




10.  Forward Plan (Page 10)
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MINUTES OF MEETING NO 4 OF THE ST ALBANS CITY FORUM

held in the District Council Offices, St Peter's Street, St Albans, Herts AL1 3JE on
Tuesday, 17 February 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present:

Councillors K Morris (Chairman), Teare (Vice-Chairman), Poor, Prowse, Wartenberg,
White, Willcocks, Witherick and Zia.

Apologies

Kate Bell - PWC

John Brownfield — Faber Maunsell

Peter Trevelyan — Civic Society

Alastair Woodgate — St Albans Chamber of Commerce

Council Members In Attendance:

Councillors Donald, Frearson and Lusby.

Officers in Attendance:

Jo Grimes

Maria Cutler

Chris Roach, Community Support Manager

Richard Shwe, Head of Culture and Community Development

Also In Attendance:

Sgt J Bartlett — Hertfordshire Police;

Laura Cronshaw — St Albans CVS;

Angela Harkness — Senior Commercial Director - Butterfly world;
Ricky House — Project Manager — Butterfly World;

Jane Journet — St Albans Civic Society;

Esther King - General Manager Phase | — Butterfly World;

Holly Stedman — Marketing Manager, Butterfly World;

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The Chair welcomed Members, stakeholders and all those in attendance.
2. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 November 2008 were confirmed with the addition of
John Brownfield of Faber Maunsell as being present.
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b)

PUBLIC QUESTIONS COVERING MATTERS OF LOCAL CONCERN

There had been no notification of questions from the public.

PLANNING, BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY SAFETY ISSUES IN ST ALBANS CITY FORUM
AREA

The Chair introduced this item as a generic heading for the issues set out below.

Street Scene Improvements - Bids for Partnership Projects

The Chair stated that she and the Vice-Chair had had met to discuss these bids as this was
required before the meeting. Decisions were to be made by the end of the month, so there
was no news as yet. The City Forum bid had been made in respect of all un-parished wards or
improvements to litter bins, benches, verges, bus stop shelters.

ACTION
Update to next meeting
Connect St Albans Project - Corporate Social Responsibility

Laura Cronshaw introduced this item referring to the establishment of Connect St Albans
described as a brokerage service using business skills, resources and expertise to support the
local community. It had been launched in September 2008 to bring together local businesses
and the voluntary sector to a forum where skills and facilities could be exchanged and
volunteering opportunities shared via a monthly bulletin. The project had attracted European
funding and was providing a co-ordinator post one day a week.

Laura Cronshaw also referred to the Executive Forum set up by Oaklands College for senior
managers facing redundancy.

The Chair thanked Laura Cronshaw for her presentation and the Forum agreed that a
recommendation the Council’s Cabinet and LSP be formulated.

Butterfly World

Angela Harkness introduced her colleagues and made a presentation on the of Butterfly World
project which was under construction. The ambition was for the project, in Chiswell Green, to
be the biggest butterfly experience in the world and to bring back indigenous butterflies to the
region. Butterflies were described as an environmental barometer, necessary to human
survival and the project was supported by several prestigious personalities. Phases | and Il
would consist of a garden festival open to the public in June-October featuring twelve
competition gardens. The project would open fully in 2011. It had been estimated by the
London School of Economics that Butterfly World would generate £123 million into the local
community within five years. Humberts Leisure had made the following visitor predictions:

Phase | 2009 - 200,000 visitors

Phase Il 2010 — 250,000 visitors
2011 — 750,000 — 800,000 visitors
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Members asked questions, commented and received answers as set out below:

e Integrated transport links — partnership solutions were sought including a shuttle
bus/green travel plan and The Council’s Tourism and Regeneration Manager was
acting as the Council’s ambassador

e Ticket concessions — relationships with local people would be built and
family/residents’ discounted tickets considered

e Encouragement to visit other St Albans attractions — it was hoped to link Butterfly world
with the Cathedral, Museum and City Centre

e Community safety issues — there would be full security, Chris Roach offered to discuss
CCTV with Butterfly World and Sgt Bartlett offered advice on wildlife crime

e Employment opportunities — 100 staff would be employed on site at Phase Il and many
posts would be seasonal suitable for local students

e Traffic congestion — there were no plans for a shuttle service this year and Richard
Shwe referred to the Festival which had not generated

e 2012 Games — Humberts had predicted the project would benefit from The Games
which were being seen as a marketing opportunity

e Garden of the Rose — Butterfly World had offered to liaise with Garden of the Rose but
no response has been received to date

e Impact on residents - attempts were made to minimise potential light pollution and it
was hoped the environmental impact would be beneficial with the reintroduction of
species and wildlife meadows - Groundwork Hertfordshire was working in partnership
with Butterfly World

The Chairman thanked Angela Harkness for her presentation and asked that her contact
details be included in these Minutes to enable Forum Members to discuss issues and arrange
visits to the site.

Angela Harkness

Senior Commercial Director
Butterfly World Project
angelaharkness@btconnect.com

D4 'Brackendale' Rucklers Lane, KINGS LANGLEY, Herts, WD4 9NE
B +44 (0)1442 257722 mobile: +44 (0)7774 499809
E www.butterfly-world.org

Walking Strategy

The Chair drew Members' attention to the strategy requesting that comments be made by 20
February by email. The report had been written by the Council’s Principal Engineer and Maria
Cutler referred to the need for improved signing for pedestrians. Councillor Witherick inquired
about sponsored pedometers and the Chair stated that the quickest routes via alleyways
should be signed more effectively.

FORWARD PLAN
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Forum Members considered the Forward Plan and approved the items shown on the
appendix.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS TO CABINET, OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEES AND
RELEVANT PARTNER AGENCIES

That the Cabinet and Local Strategic Partnership be recommended to invest LAA reward
funding in volunteering projects which promote corporate social responsibility such as the multi
agency partnership initiative Connect St Albans. This project provides a cost effective model
that contributes to a stronger local economy, builds better relationships between the business
sector and more disadvantaged communities, develops and maximises skills through
increased levels of volunteering and encourages an ethos and environment that will support a
thriving third sector.

The Meeting ended at 9.45 pm

(SIGNED)
CHAIRMAN
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