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The C
ounty C

ouncil continues
to cut bus services, w

ith little
regard to the effect that this has
on people’s lives.
O

lder people now
 find that their

leisure activities are curtailed;
those visiting friends or relations in
hospital find that this is m

uch
m

ore difficult or im
possible; those

in w
ork find their travel tim

es
extended or m

ore unreliable; and
those in education find that their
choices are severely curtailed. B

ut
all of us suffer if roads are
cram

m
ed w

ith private cars – both in term
s of congestion and in term

s of the dam
age to the

environm
ent.

A
 Liberal D

em
ocrat C

ounty C
ouncil w

ould reverse those cuts. It w
ould also take up the political

challenge from
 the G

overnm
ent and dem

and greater control over bus services – the sort of thing
increasingly available to urban councils but not pursued by the current  adm

inistration.

M
eanw

hile our rail com
m

uters continue to suffer excessive fares and poorer services. O
vercrow

ding
is now

 the norm
 in the rush hour and service reliability continues to deteriorate on m

any of our lines.

A
 Liberal D

em
ocrat C

ounty C
ouncilw

ould approach the G
overnm

ent to see w
hether any of our

m
ore troublesom

e lines – like Tham
eslink – could m

ore usefully be taken over by Transport for
London. It is also im

portant that the O
yster card is available at m

ore of our stations and that long-
distance services stop m

ore frequently at W
atford Junction and S

tevenage and that som
e E

ast
M

idlands trains stop at S
t A

lbans.
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C
ouncil tax w

as frozen for m
any years during Labour’s recession but the C

ounty
C

ouncil needs to be honest w
ith its residents: future freezes w

ould lead to a
com

plete collapse of social care as w
ell as other council services. B

ut if
residents are going to have to pay m

ore, they need to be reassured that
unnecessary spending is rem

oved.
A

 Liberal D
em

ocrat C
ouncil w

ould:

n
S

ell off unused C
ounty C

ouncil property in urban areas, saving m
oney on security and m

aking the
capital receipts available for new

 schools or care facilities

n
 A

xe the w
asteful expenditure on the C

ounty C
ouncil’s propaganda departm

ent and its H
orizons

m
agazine

n
 Let contracts w

ith com
m

ercial providers m
ore com

petently to secure a better deal for the local
taxpayer

n
 E

nsure closer w
orking w

ith district councils, the P
olice and the N

H
S

 to avoid duplication of
services or buildings

n
 Transfer functions like grass-cutting and w

eed clearance to district councils to ensure that a better
local service is provided

n
 W

ork w
ith district councils to tackle the housing crisis

n
 C

ontinue to invest in em
ploym

ent creation m
easures, like V

isit H
ertfordshire, w

ith a view
 to

creating and supporting em
ploym

ent.
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The C
onservatives have run the C

ounty C
ouncil since 1999.

S
ince then the C

ounty C
ouncil has becom

e ever m
ore rem

ote from
 the real

needs of local people.
Liberal D

em
ocrats believe that there are a num

ber of key areas w
hich need

urgent attention.
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Dear Residents,
O

n 4 M
ay, 78 County Councillors w

ill be elected to run Hertfordshire until 2021. I believe the current
Conservative run-council has let you dow

n. They claim
 they listen to your view

s but tim
e after tim

e they
ignore their ow

n consultations and your petitions, from
 cutting funding for Hom

e-Start to reducing our bus
services, to slashing the household w

aste site opening hours.
Liberal Dem

ocrats are the official opposition, w
ith m

ore councillors than Labour: w
e battle every m

onth to
hold the Conservatives to account for their failures but w

e are voted dow
n – often w

ith Labour sitting on
their hands.

W
e w

ant to fix w
hat is w

rong w
ith the County Council and have a fresh new

 look for Hertfordshire for this
century! Please join us.

Kind regards

Councillor Stephen Giles-M
edhurst, Leader of the Liberal Dem

ocrat Group

To help the Liberal Dem
ocrat cam

paign contact: N
ick Sutton, O

rganiser, Hertfordshire Liberal Dem
ocrats:

hertsorganiser@
gm

ail.com
 

01727 855523, 
9 Hatfield Rd, St Albans, Herts AL1 3RR
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A
 Liberal D

em
ocrat C

ounty
C

ouncil w
ill reverse, as far as

possible, the cuts m
ade to

those suffering hom
elessness

and the proposed cuts in day
centres for older and
vulnerable people.
W

e w
ill deliver a better deal for

the unsung heroes in our society
– children w

ho care for close
relatives.

W
e w

ill take a tougher stance on
providers of hom

e care and the
m

anagers of residential hom
es

w
ho fail to provide an adequate

service to our residents.

Too m
any people are stuck in hospital w

aiting for social services to provide for their needs once they
are ready to com

e hom
e. The blam

e for this lies both w
ith the N

H
S

 and the C
ounty C

ouncil and both
sides m

ust com
m

unicate better and ensure the right level of staffing to unblock vitally needed
hospital beds.

W
e w

illreverse the funding cuts for voluntary sector organisations w
hich have done so m

uch over
the years to provide services w

hich not only help the vulnerable but save council taxpayers’ m
oney.
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A
 num

ber of our hospitals have
fallen into S

pecial M
easures or been

criticised by the C
are Q

uality
C

om
m

ission as ‘needing
im

provem
ent’.

The C
ounty C

ouncil has a key role in
challenging the health service about its
services and about w

hether it spends
our m

oney effectively in H
ertfordshire.

W
e w

illpress for ever closer w
orking

betw
een the C

ounty C
ouncil and the

N
H

S
 to m

ake sure bad practice is
driven out and patients have the best
possible care from

 H
ertfordshire health

bodies.

W
e w

illw
ork w

ith the N
H

S
 to provide a

perm
anent and w

orkable future for our three hospitals in w
est H

ertfordshire and ensure that health
care is delivered as closely as possible to w

here people live.

W
e w

ill continue to argue that that prim
ary health care – G

P
s and pharm

acies – are the key to our
health service and the place w

here m
ost of us w

ill receive the treatm
ent w

e need.
W

e w
ill protect the C

ounty C
ouncil’s public health budget and ensure that prevention and healthy

lifestyles are seen as the key w
ay of m

inim
ising the incidence of diseases like diabetes and stroke.

ensure that health education continues to receive proper support so that children have healthy
diets and teenagers have adequate advice about staying healthy and avoiding pregnancy.

Fix 3: provide school
places
G

overnm
ent interference has hugely

underm
ined the ability of the C

ounty
C

ouncil to drive up standards and
provide or expand schools.
In effect, handing over the m

anagem
ent of

schools to private com
panies rather than

local people or parents.

N
evertheless, the C

onservatives are far
too slow

 to recognise w
here there is a lack of school places and to take action to find new

 sites or
increase the size of schools. This can lead to the nonsense of additional rush hour car journeys as
parents are forced to take their children to schools on the other side of tow

n w
hich they didn’t choose

w
hen applying for a place. Leaving aside the obvious personal cost, especially to those w

ho also
have jobs to go to, the environm

ental cost of extra car journeys cannot be ignored.

W
e w

ill resist attem
pts by the current governm

ent to reintroduce selection. A
ll selection does is

ensure that m
ost children from

 the age of 11 are perm
anently disadvantaged in life.
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he failures of the C
onservatives in highw

ay m
aintenance are all too obvious in every part of

the county, despite attem
pts by the C

onservatives to deny that there is a problem
.

This problem
 faces m

otorists – but is even m
ore

significant to pedestrians w
ho are injured tripping

over dam
aged pavem

ents or cyclists w
ho fear the

consequences of potholes. It is clear that
contracts are poorly m

anaged and that there is
huge w

astage through inefficiency.

A
 Liberal D

em
ocrat C

ounty C
ouncil w

ould:

n
 Take a tougher stance w

ith failing
highw

ays contractors

n
 C

leanse roadside gulleys at least annually

n
 O

verhaul the highw
ays m

aintenance
program

m
e so that roads are tackled in a

sensible order, not just on the basis of a
com

puter printout

n
 D

evolve m
ore highw

ays m
oney to local county councillors

n
 A

llow
 greater local flexibility on street light sw

itch- offs

n
 R

everse cuts in w
inter gritting w

hich are such a threat to our
tow

n centres and schools.

A
 large num

ber of people are keen to ensure that
there are 20 m

ph zones in tow
n centres but the

C
ounty C

ouncil is pitifully slow
 in responding – w

hile
often installing them

 in places w
here they are not

needed. A
 Liberal D

em
ocrat C

ouncil w
ould give 20

m
ph zones a m

uch higher priority.
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